California Shoots the Messengers
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California has charged two pro-life journalists with 15 felonies — essentially for committing acts
of journalism. Two years ago, David Daleidan and Sandra Merritt of the Center for Medical
Progress made undercover videos to expose Planned Parenthood’s practice of selling and
profiting from the body parts of aborted babies. The videos shocked much of the American
public and brought about renewed calls for a congressional investigation and government
defunding of the nation’s largest abortion mill. California Attorney General Xavier Becerra, a
former Democrat member of Congress, leveled charges against the two journalists for secretly
recording conversations with those involved in Planned Parenthood’s aborted baby-parts selling
scheme. “The right to privacy is a cornerstone of California’s Constitution, and a right that is
foundational in a free democratic society,” Becerra declared. “We will not tolerate the criminal
recording of confidential conversations.”

This story stinks of unabashed partisanship, cronyism and government tyranny. Former
California AG Kamala Harris, a long-time supporter of Planned Parenthood, chose not to
investigate the damning evidence found in the videos, but instead focused her investigation on
the pro-life journalists. During the investigation Harris secretly worked with Planned Parenthood
to craft legislation designed to protect the organization. Harris has since been elected to the U.S.
Senate where she is a staunch advocate for Planned Parenthood, which just happened to help
fund her campaign.

California’s case against Daleidan and Merrit is suspect at best. The undercover videos were
recorded in public areas. Arguably it was done under false pretenses, but that was necessary for
candid discussion. Even during one of the recorded discussions, top Planned Parenthood
executive Deborah Nucatola says it’s not a good idea to talk about the selling of aborted baby
parts in a “non-confidential setting.”

If found guilty on all felony charges, the two Daleidan and Merrit could be looking at up to 15
years in prison. The abortion industry is clearly seeking to use the force of government to put
fear into those who would dare to expose and endanger their vile business. The Left will stop at
nothing to protect its most sacred cow — abortion.
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