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Pastors Points: Christianity has been a target since the begmnmg

“Islamic State militants have
abductedasmanyasSOAssy!hn

continue to pour out of the Mid-
dle East. It means forced conver-
sions, torture, rape, beheadings,
being shot or crucified . . . if they
am“hxcky”afewmaybesokiinto
slavery The ugliness being perpe-
trated by ISIL is staggering, and
what is perhaps most frustrating
is that there appears to be no im-
mediateendinsight

minology) and were to be buoyed
further by the help of other Mid-
dle East nations, the sad truth is
that Christians will continue to be

tianity has had a big target on its
back from its very beginnings.
Typical statistics thrown around
concerning Christian martyr-
dom from the first century till
now often approaches 70 million
with half of that number actually
being tallied in the 20th century
alone! An important book on reli-
glous persecutions is The Price of
Freedom Denied, by sociologists
Brian J. Grim (associate scholar at
the Religious Freedom Project of
Georgetown University’s Berke-
ley Center for Religion, Peace and
World Affairs) and Roger Finke
(Dept. of sociology and Criminol-
ogy at Penn. St.). They affirm that
the number of Christian mar-
tyrs per year may now be higher
than earlier estimates, between

130,000 and 160,000. Even if, as one
researcher suggested, “Perhaps
we should downsize the figure to
that of the figure offered by Bar-
rett and Johnson (at the Center
for Study of Global Christianity)
and their estimate of 105,000 mar-
tyrs per year, that would make be-
tween 287 and 288 martyrs per day:

-twelve per hour, or one every five

minutes. At any rate, figures are
horribly high.”

Now all this is horrible, but it
is no surprise — Jesus and the NT
writers were careful to repeatedly
warn believers they could often
expect such treatment. Consider
statements like “...but I chose you
out of the world, because of this
the world hates you...No servant

is greater than his master. If they

persecuted me, they will perse-
cute you also.” (Jn. 15: 19, 20); “...
for you yourselves know that we
have been destined for this. For in-
deed when we were with you, we
kept telling you in advance that we
were going to suffer affliction...” (I
Thess. 3:34).

Look carefully...the world is
getting a front row view of one
of the very basic differ-ences be-
tween Christianity and Muslim
extremists. Groups like ISIL view
innocent Christians (and others)
as enemies worthy of brutaliza-
tion, holding to the conviction
that even should they die in their

“who are persecuted for his sake”
(Matt. 5:11,12), and he taught “to
love your enemies and to pray for
those who persecute you” (Matt.
54344). This is why we do not



