Francis Brown:

Acts 1:8 NASB

but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of
the earth."

What kind of protection does God provide for those in His witness protection plan?

Psalm 46:1 NASB
God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.

e God is our Refuge and Strength

e God - the God who created everything, the God of Israel

e He is our shelter. He provides safety and covering from the weather. A place of
protection.

e God is our sanctuary, our safe-house. Corruption etc is all around us, but we have a
place to go to get away from the elements designed to destroy me.

| can have all kinds of gadgets and instruments to protect me, but God is my real protector.
Only God is my hiding place, my sanctuary.

We have a personal relationship between the Creator of the Universe and us, as believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Psalm 4:3 After David complains about the problem he has, he tells his enemies "know that
the Lord set apart the Godly ones for Himself.

Psalm 4:3 NASB
But know that the LORD has set apart the godly man for Himself; The LORD hears when |
call to Him.

Psalm 104:18 NASB
The high mountains are for the wild goats; The cliffs are a refuge for the shephanim.

The rocks become the shephanim’s refuge. This is where they go to hide. God is the "Rock
of ages." He is the place we go to hide when danger approaches. He is my sanctuary.

God is our Strength.
e Refuge sees God as a place.
e Strength sees God as a source.

God is the source of my strength to cope and to navigate the difficult waters of life.

Philippians 1:20 NASB



according to my earnest expectation and hope, that | will not be put to shame in anything, but
that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life
or by death.

Paul says Christ is the source of his strength and hope. It's also sometimes called grace.

Judges 9 - Abimelech, Gideon’s son, is made king by his mother’s relatives in Shechem.
Then he goes to his father’s house in Ophrah and kills all 70 of his brothers. Then he defeats
Shechem. Then he goes to Thebez to do the same, but they had something he didn't know.
They have a tall tower in the middle of the city, and all go to it. Abimilech tried to burn them
out, but a women drops a mil-stone on his head and crushes his skull. He asks his armor
bearer to kill him so it wouldn’t be said that he was killed by a woman.

The tall tower of Thebez is the picture of our strength, and God is the source of our strength.
No one can destroy the tall tower because they can't get too it.

1 Samuel 30 - David is blamed for the attack on Ziklag and kidnapping of all his men’s
families. David strengthened himself through God (1 Samuel 30:6). God restores my soul.
He is my strength. God is the place of safety and refuge. He is the source of my strength, my
hope. We cannot put our confidence in anything else.

All of the images assume there is trouble. If there is no trouble, we don't need these
protections. This tells us we can expect trouble everywhere and all the time.

God is help. He is the cavalry that shows up. He is the help | have seen before. Look back
and see where God showed up in the past to help. We have observable evidence.

God shows up in the nick of time. God has brought the cavalry more times than we realize.

When we think we are alone, God is there!



